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U.S. Tightening Rules 
To Protect Secret Data 


By JOEL BKINKLEY 
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WASHINGTON, Nov. 9 ^ The Rea- 
gan Administration has begun putting 
in place a program intended to thwart 
Soviet intelligence operations in the 
United States, senior White House offi- 
cials said. 

President Reagan approved the pro- 
gram during a recent meeting of the 
National Security Council, and in an in- 
terview White House officials de- 
scribed several aspects that are^not se- 
cret. 

One is that Americans with access to 
secret information will be required to 
report all conUcts or suspected con- 
tacts with intelligence officers from a 
hostile country. Also, employees of 
Soviet bloc commercial companies op- 
erathm in the United States will no 


Meanwhile, some intelligence offi- 
cials say they believe the changes an- 
nounced last summer in reaction to the 
Walker spy ring are of little value. 

Umitatlqa of Aceees 

In June, the Defense Department 
said it would cut by 10 percent the num- 
ber of people cleared to handle secret 
materials, more than 4.3 million people 
at the time. At the Navy, the principal 
victim of the Walker spy ring* the num- 
ber of clearances was to be cut by half . 

On Wednesday, a Pentagon official 
said, **We have reached our goal of 10 
iSercent.’’ But he added that the Navy 
had not reached its 50 percent goal, and 
some Administration officials now say 
the idea was misguided. 

To a Soviet intelligence officer, that 


longerbe allowed to operate without would be laughable,'* said an official 
striction. involved in determining intelligence 

Tight counterintelligence prances ( policy, ‘‘it was a waste of effort. Even 
have long been in effect in the Soviet {; you out the number by twe^thirds. 
Union, where Government secrecy . ^jiore would still be nuire than a million 
covers a far larger segment of public targets for the Soviets to recruit. 


life than in the United States, and for- 
eigners, including diplomats, journal- 1 
ists and businessmen, have b^ rou- 
tinely regarded as potential spies. 

Subject of Criticism 
The United States* counteitotelli- 
gence policies have recently been criti- 
cized as a result of espionage cases, 
particularly that of the Walker family 
spy ring, which operated for 20 years. 

Senator Malcolm Wallop, Republi- 
can of Wyoming, a former member of 
the Senate Select Conunittee on Intelli- 
gence, said, "Our counterintelligeim 
abilities are minimal to nonexistent. ' 
In June, Mr. Reagan said improving 
counterintelligence was an impoi^t 
priority, and he ordered his staff to 
draft proposals. 

The Senate Select Committee on In- 
telligence, the Senate Permanent Sub- 
committee on Investigations, other 
committees and a Defense Department 
commission have all ' 
policy changes. 


Mr. Snider said: "We did not have 
any illusions that this would stop espio- 
nage. It was purely a matter of trying 
to reduce the theoretical vulnerability 
by eliminating the clearances that 
were not even necessary.** 

*A Compromise’ 

White House officials say they do not 
expect the new program to eliminate 
espionage. One official called it "a 
compromise** between what is effec- 
tive and what is practical in an open 
society. 

These are among the aspects of the 
Administration's new program: 

^Government communications will 
be made more secure so that they can- 
not be intercepted from listening su- 
tions at Soviet embassies, consulates 
and other offices. The Government has 
already begun installing 500,000 secure 
telephones. 

^ <IThe number of Soviet representa- 
been studying i tives allowed to in the United States, 
one-third of them believed to be spies. 


consioer re- 

vising some agreements with the 
Soviet Union on the ground that the 
may be used for intelligence purposes. 
For example, an official said, some of 
the people coming to the United States 
under a student-exchange agreement 
are believed to have intell^ence-re- 
lated assignments. 

eThe Government will try to educate 
the public about the intelligence threat. 
The education campaign will be di- 
rected particularly at military contrac- 
tors and others who might be targets of 
Soviet spies. 

9 Periodic reinvestigations of Amer- 
icans who hold hii^levei security 
clearances will be improved. At the De- 
fense Department, people ^ven top se- 
cret clearance are suppose to be rein- 

vestigated every five years, but in fact 
the reinvestigations are conducted 
! about once every 17 years. 

1 ^Physical security used to protect 
{highly secret materials will be Im- 
; proved. 

^Anyone with access to secret ma^ 
terial who makes contact with a sus- 
pected agent wiU be required to report 
that to security officials. 

^Government officials will begin in- 
troducing information about Soviet in- 
telligence practices into discussions 
and briefings on foreign p(^cy. 

qThe United Sutes will renovate or 
replace more than 250 of its embassies 
and consulates around the world to pro- 
tect them against terrorists and spies. 
In Soviet-bloc countries, for example, 
most American embassies adjoin other 
buildingd, giving intelligence officers 
the chance to plant iistedng devices in 
the walls. 

I ’Going to Do Mere’ 

Senator Dave Durenberger, Republi- 
can of Minnesou, the chairman of the 
Senate intelligence committee, said 
several of these moves were similar to 
ideas the committee had proposed and 
added, "We are going to do more.** 
Senator William V. Roth Jr., Repub- 
lican of Delaware, the chairman of the 
Permanent Suboimmittee on Investi- 
gations, called the plan "a good step 
forward.’* 

He added, however, that "I see some 
! need for further actions," Including re- 
stricting the activities of Soviet jour- 
nalists in the United SUtes. Many of 
them are believed to be spies. 


L. Britt Snider, the Defense Depart-j reduced. Diplomats working for 
ment’s director of Counterintelligence] other Soviet-bloc countries, many also 
and Security Policy, said the Pentagonj believed to be spies, will no lon^r be 
study was the first requested by a Sec- allowed to travel without restriction, 
retary of Defense in 30 years. qEmployees of the 67 Soviet-bloc 

commercial companies in the United 
sutes will be given the same travel 
and other restrictions already applied 
to Soviet dinlomats. 
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